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So the second portion of the divided
question was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 425, | was inadvertently detained. Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye.”

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO HAVE
UNTIL MIDNIGHT, MAY 31, 2007,
TO FILE REPORT ON H.R. 2446,
AFGHANISTAN FREEDOM AND
SECURITY SUPPORT ACT OF 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs may have
until midnight on May 31, 2007, to file
its report to accompany H.R. 2446.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COURTNEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

———————

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT TO
MONDAY, MAY 28, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today on a motion of-
fered pursuant to this order, it adjourn
to meet at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, May
28, 2007, unless it sooner has received a
message from the Senate transmitting
its concurrence on House Concurrent
Resolution 158, in which case the House
shall stand adjourned pursuant to that
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday,
June 6, 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

APPOINTMENT OF HON. STENY H.
HOYER AND HON. CHRIS VAN
HOLLEN TO ACT AS SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS THROUGH JUNE 5, 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 24, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STENY H.

HOYER and the Honorable CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
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to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions through
June 5, 2007.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved.

There was no objection.

———

VOTE ON THE WAR
SUPPLEMENTAL

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I'm very proud that the ac-
tions on the House floor today reflect
the attitude of a caring Nation, and so
I'm very proud that we have had the
opportunity now to pass out of this
House for the President’s signature an
increase in the minimum wage; relief
for small businesses; a fix for the Wal-
ter Reed debacle, and the health care
for the many families and soldiers, sol-
diers that are returning home from
Iraq and Afghanistan; and the crisis in
the gulf region has been responded to
by hopefully providing dollars for edu-
cation and a construction of homes.

As we enter upon this weekend to
memorialize the dead, I could not con-
tinue a disastrous war, and so I proudly
stand as a caring American to have
voted against the continuation of this
war. But I say to those who are fallen
and to their families, we mourn you,
we respect you, and we admire your
service. Together we will continue to
press forward so that this war, this
misdirected mission, will end.

But to our soldiers that we will
honor, as we return home to our dis-
tricts, we say to their families, they
were victorious, they were successful,
they were honorable, they are patriots,
they are loved by America. May I sa-
lute you, and God bless the United
States of America.

————————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

DAD—AMERICAN GI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, born in the
1920s, he grew up in the Depression of
the 1930s, and like most rural American
children, he grew up poor. Fresh vege-
tables were grown in the family garden
behind the small frame house. His
mother made sandwiches for school out
of homemade bread. Store-bought
bread, as he called it, was for the rich.
He grew up belonging to the Boy
Scouts, playing the trumpet in the
high school band, and he went to
church almost every Sunday.

In 1944, this 18-year-old country boy
who had never been more than 50 miles
from home finally found himself going
through basic training for the United
States Army at Camp Walters in Camp
Walters, Texas. After that he rode the
train with hundreds of other young
teenage American males to New York
City for the ocean trip on a cramped
Liberty ship to fight in the great World
War II.

As a soldier in the 7th Army, he went
from France on to survive the Battle of
the Bulge and through the cities of
Aachen, Stuttgart, Cologne, Bonn and
others. He thought General Patton was
the greatest soldier that ever lived, and
as a teenager, this young soldier saw
the concentration camps and the vic-
tims of the Nagzis. He saw incredible
numbers of other teenage Americans
buried in graves throughout France.
One monument to those soldiers is on
the cliffs at a place called Normandy.

After Germany surrendered, he went
back to Ft. Hood, Texas, expecting to
be reequipped for the land invasion of
Japan. It was there he met his wife at
a Wednesday-night prayer meeting
service at church.

Until a few years ago, this GI would
never talk about World War II, and he
still will not say much except he does
say that heroes are the ones that are
buried in Europe today.

After the war, he opened a DX service
station where he pumped gas, sold
tires, fixed cars and began a family.
Deciding he needed to go to college, he
moved to west Texas and enrolled in a
small Christian college called Abilene
Christian College. He and his wife and
his two small children lived in an old
converted Army barracks with other
such families. He supported his family
by working nights at KRBC radio and
climbing telephone poles for Ma Bell,
later called Southwestern Bell.

He finished college, became an engi-
neer and worked 40-plus years for
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
in Houston, Texas. He turned down a
promotion and a transfer to New York
City because it was not Texas, and he
said it was no place to raise a family.

This GI, my dad, instilled in my sis-
ter and me the values of being a neigh-
bor to all, loving our country, loving
our heritage and always just doing the
right thing by all people.

He still gets mad at the Northeastern
media. He flies the flag on holidays. He
goes to church on Sunday, and he takes
Mom out to eat every Friday night. He
stands in the front yard, and he talks
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to his neighbors. He can fix anything.
He knows more about world events
than most politicians. He still mows
his own grass, even though he’s over 80
years of age, and he has a strong opin-
ion on politics and world issues. He
gives plenty of advice to all people, in-
cluding me. He has two computers in
his home office. He sends e-mails to
hundreds of his buddies throughout the
world.

Dad and Mom still live in Houston
not far from where I grew up. My dad is
a charter member of the Greatest Gen-
eration. He was proud to be in the
United States Army, but he, like many
Americans of that generation, get emo-
tional about the ones who died for this
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, not far from this Cap-
itol is the World War II memorial that
honors those who never returned from
Europe, Africa, the South Pacific in
the great World War II. This memorial
lists the battles, the names, and the
States and the territories where those
warriors called home. In the back of
this memorial is a massive bronze-
looking plate, but on closer inspection,
Mr. Speaker, it’s not a bronze plate at
all. It’s actually 1,000 bronze stars.
Each star represents 400 Americans
killed for our country in World War II,
400,000 Americans, mostly kids in their
teens and in their early twenties who
gave their youth for our future. Fur-
ther down the Mall are the memorials
for Vietnam and Korea, and in the
brush is the World War I memorial that
is hidden among the trees.

So today, Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach Memorial Day to honor those
who have fought in the great World
War II, and all American wars, we
honor not only my dad and those who
returned in victory, but also, we honor
all those American heroes who never
returned and for whom the bugles have
played Taps for the last time.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
J 1900

VOTE ON IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL
FUNDING BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
American people want U.S. soldiers out
of Iraq. A majority of Iraq’s elected
Parliament want U.S. soldiers out of
Iraq. And I want soldiers out of Iraq,
out of harm’s way and out of the mid-
dle of a civil war.

This is what the American people
elected us to do in November, knowing
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the best way to support our troops is to
protect our soldiers and get them out
of Iraq.

Since January, 431 U.S. soldiers have
died in Iraq; 83 American soldiers died
in January, 80 died in February, 81 died
in March, 104 died in April, and 83
Americans have died in Iraq so far in
May.

Since January, 2,496 U.S. soldiers
have been wounded in Iraq. In fewer
than 5 months, the U.S. casualties in
Iraq is already exceeding the number of
soldiers who died or were wounded in
Iraq in 2003. But the President insists
we’re winning. The reality is his stub-
bornness and intransigence has lost the
war and the peace.

Outside my office, we honor the fall-
en heroes of the State of Washington
by showing the photographs of 78 men
and women killed in Iraq. Adding more
pictures will not sustain their memory.
We honor these fallen heroes only by
protecting the living.

The way forward is not more casual-
ties, as the President freely admits will
occur.

The way forward in Iraq is not claim-
ing phony ties to 9/11, fake intelligence,
or outright fabrication, although these
are the trademarks of this administra-
tion.

Demanding a timetable to get our
soldiers out of Iraq, as I have done re-
peatedly, is the strongest support any-
one in this Congress or country can do
to support our soldiers.

I voted today to support U.S. soldiers
by voting against a bill that approves
an endless war and provides the Presi-
dent with a box of preapproved blank
checks. A Nation does not support its
soldiers by accepting more Americans
killed and wounded in Iraq while car-
rying out the flawed mission of a failed
presidency. The Congress does not sup-
port our soldiers by passing flawed leg-
islation that supports a President who
is totally out of touch with reality.

Spending more money in Iraq with-
out a timetable to get out of Iraq only
buys more casualties in a needless
military disaster ordered by a Presi-
dent who can mislead, but not lead,
America in war or peace.

The invasion of Iraq was and is all
about oil. The one and only benchmark
that matters to the President is for
Iraq to pass an American-engineered
oil law that delivers the oil wealth of
Iraq into the hands of Western oil com-
panies.

The President would not listen when
a majority of Iraq’s parliament signed
a petition last week demanding a time-
table for the withdrawal of U.S. forces.
That’s because it doesn’t matter what
they think; only what the President
and his neocon friends want. And they
want oil. They want it so much that
the President will keep the U.S. sol-
diers in Iraq until he can strong arm
the passage of a law that provides
cover for Western oil companies to con-
trol Iraq’s vast oil wealth. That is the
President’s definition of mission ac-
complished.
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The American people elected us to
stand up to a President who is out of
touch and out of control. Over 3,000
U.S. casualties ago, we were handed
the gavel to lead against the President
who had taken his Republican majority
in Congress to suspend the coequal
branch of government.

The President issued orders, and the
Republicans bowed their heads and
complied. We must lead, not capitu-
late.

American soldiers will never be safe
as long as the President can order a
military escalation in one breath and,
in the next, predict growing casualties.
The Iraq people will never be free so
long as the President has the freedom
to occupy their Nation. The American
people will never be served as long as
the President can go it alone in Iraq
and in the halls of Congress.

The American people gave us a mis-
sion, but on this day, we have failed in
that mission.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

FORMER U.S. BORDER PATROL
AGENTS RAMOS AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today is the 128th day since
two U.S. Border Patrol agents entered
Federal prison. Agents Ramos and
Compean were convicted in Federal
courts for shooting a convicted drug
smuggler who brought 743 pounds of
marijuana across our border into
Texas.

These two law enforcement officers,
who have each given years of their life
in service to this Nation, never should
have been sent to prison. By attempt-
ing to apprehend an illegal alien drug
smuggler, these agents were simply
doing their job to protect the American
people.

Although it is clear that the agents
fired in self-defense, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office prosecuted the agents and
granted fully immunity to the drug
smuggler, who claimed he was un-
armed.

This case is a black mark on the
American judicial system. Despite
countless pleas from the American peo-
ple and Members of Congress, the
President has refused to pardon these
men. Every day and every hour that
these agents spend behind bars is a
travesty of justice. Instead of crafting
deals to grant mass amnesty to illegal
aliens who have broken the law, our
government needs to get serious about
border security and get on the right
side of the law.

The prosecutor of this case gave an
illegal alien drug smuggler immunity
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